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HOUSTING PROGRAM HIT

In accordance with the proposal made last year by Dimitrov to the Pollithuro of
the Central Ccmulttee of the Bulgarlan Communist Party, work 1s under way on con-
atruction of workers' dwellings. By decrse of the Minlaterial Counclil of 11 August 1943,
the Labor Service was ordersd to sonstruct workers' dweilings in the Nadezhda and
Gorna Danye quarters, as well es in Iskur, Kurllo, and ®azichene. Since the Bvlgarlan
sconomy 18 unable to cope with the entire housing nesd, the party and the goverrument
have decided to build light, temporary structuros until they can afford to bulld more
substantial ones.

Some of the dwsllings have already been turned over to the worksrs, oth-ve are
in process of being ovccupied, and satlll others will bs ready for oncupaiscy ths
9 September.

The decree of the Minieterial Council stlpulatel that thsse bulldings should.
be finished by the end of last year. The delay wes caused by an anarchistic element
in the planning, lack of eimplicity and foresight in the executlon of the plans, and
lack of centrallzation and responsihle management.. These goneral deficlencles again
bring out the fact that our construotion industry 1e sluggish and lacking ln true
soclallistic adaptability.

Two methods of operation are to be seen in thls prolect -- the old, siow,
bursaucratic method, clearly exemplified by the Administration of Urban Conatruction
under ths People's Council of the Capital, and the quick, but still unsocialistic
method of tha Iabor Service.

The iaveator in thie project 1s the Capital Construction Section of the Ministry
of Industry. The chiefs of this section, P. Terzlev and Engineer Tanev, committed
errors which resulted in the anarchistic element in the operution. The Minilstry of
Industry proved unable to cope vith the construction work; Terzlev and Tanev did
not take steps to mscure lots for the bulldings or to insure prompt execution »f
tae plans, especially in the case of sewage and plumbing, and the work is still
being delayed on this acovunt. The Adminiatration of Urban Construction wae en-
cuombered by bureaucratic compltcnations, so that the surveying was not properly com-
pleted in time for construction to begin, not to mentlon other failings.
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'fhé'bulldllige were planned by the Central Architect;v'u"&i UeBLEOLLE DUV, WIiCh : i .
commitbed several arshitsctnral errors, such as their fallure to provide sotbacke ln B
the bulldings, clubhouses for meetinga, etc. «

Morevver, even these plans wers not delivered or time to the buiitders, vwho Ln ¥
this case wers the congtruction brigade of the Sofia Ilabor Digtrict; they resceived ,_,_'
them 45 dsys late. i

The constructicn brigade did nov wait for the plane but began work on the ex- .
cavations and foundations without them. This activity on thelr own initiativa re- =
sulted in digging the sewer for the Iskur dwellings through the area interded for -
ipdustrial consbruction. They latd nut the site for the buildings without wailting
for the Administration of Urban Constructlon amd struck water at only 1l.20 metsrs.

THe dwellings duilt by the Kerprelz and 23 December enterprises were also o
mirked by poor guality. It must be noted, wowever, that even here the Iabor Ser- : :
vics dleplayet its Yine digolplice and high preduchivity. 5

o In geaoluzion; the work of the Unlon for Interior Installations must be . \ }
mentioned. They were nct ready with the proper electric inpstallations in Kurllo, '
oY v_ibt;: plumbing in Iskux. They algo wsre obliged to walt for their plans.

Balkanskl Pregled for June 1943 statss thab the S.year natinnal scononlc plan

hag arrived at the correct #olution for the problem of housling conatructlon. A <
capital investment of 19,160,000;0C0 leva is plannsd %y thy peopls's counclls for : 8 o
thai purpose. A largs portion 6f thia fund s destlned For the construotlon of o : T
vorkers® dwelllngs, Also, 1,830,000,000 leva are intended for the people®s councils -

to bulld dwelling units in Sofia and the larger clties, as well as homss for alvil

K gervants in the border arsas and Dobrudzha. During the Five-Year Plan, the Pecple’s
Y Counsil of tne Capitai will spead 550 milliion leva on houeing constrotion, and

- abont 2 billion leva wi'l be spsnt Jointly by the People's Council, the Minisiry,
and the housing conatruction enterprises in the capitel.
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